
Ihr Geliebten des Herrn,!

Ihr Geliebten des Herrn,

Ich bin soooo dankbar, dass ich Euch heute die ersten 11 youTube Vi-
deos von insgesamt 40 Botschaften  auf Deutsch und English  schicken 
darf über  Reich Gottes Prinzipien vom so gesalbten Pastor Daniel Exler 
aus der Gemeinde “Strahlen der Freude” in Pforzheim, der einige Wo-
chen bei uns in Uganda war. Ich durfte ihn übersetzen.

Ich glaube, diese Botschaften werden das Denken von Tausenden von 
Menschen erneuern, denn es ist höchste Zeit, Reich Gottes Denken zu 
bekommen.

Gerne könnt Ihr diese Botschaften auch an Eure Gemeinden und Freun-
de weiterleiten zu ihrer Auferbauung und Ermutigung.

Wir beten für Euch und erbitten ein Jahr der Freude und des Friedens, 
den die Welt nicht geben und nicht nehmen kann, wenn wir unsere 
Augen  und Ohren des Herzens auf den Anfänger und Vollender unseres 
Glaubens, den Herrn Jesus Christus fixieren.

Mit ganz vielen Segens- und Dankesgrüßen

Eure Maria mit Familie und Team

Vision for Africa Intl.
Dr. h.c. Maria L. Prean
P.O. Box 675, Mukono
UGANDA
EAST-AFRICA
Mobile: +256 79 48 32 001
E-Mail: maria.prean@visionforafrica-intl.org
Web: www.visionforafrica-intl.org

Hier sind die YouTube Botschaften der „4o Tage Reich Gottes“ Reihe 
von Tag 1 bis Tag 11:
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ph_vM6zlx5I&t=14s  (Tag 1)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dph_vM6zlx5I%26t%3D14s


 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOqsworVMJM (Tag 2)
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8AT0vGNfrIU (Tag 3)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oo4lXMTFL7k (Tag 4)
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QCQHuMusgo (Tag 5)

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcugCoI-1PM (Tag 6)
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cRvBTzlfH4 (Tag 7)
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHPBMlNIp0M (Tag 8)
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALNJnlrnxKM&t=18s (Tag 9)
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7fBjRQy4xw (Tag 10)
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAKiif8AfKY (Tag 11)

Unter diesem Link findet ihr alle VfA/ Maria Prean Videos:
https://www.youtube.com/user/vfaintl/videos
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Day 1 - Boldness in the expectation of the 

consummation of the kingdom of God 
Edmund Exler 

 

  

Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the 

kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 

 Mark 15:43 

 

Joseph of Arimathea was a rich Jew and probably a member of the Sanhedrin, the 

ancient Jewish court in Jerusalem. From this Bible passage we can see that Joseph had a 

lack of understanding of presence of the kingdom of God, although Jesus had preached 

the gospel of the kingdom of God. We read of this in Mark's Gospel. 

  

 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. 

Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

Mark 1:14-15 

 

Here Jesus was preaching the good news about the chance of a changed life. Repentance 

is the first thing a person should do in order to be able to enter the kingdom of God. The 

Bible passage makes it clear that only someone who comes to God in repentance for his 

sins and asks God for forgiveness has access to his kingdom. 

 

In his talk with Nicodemus in John's Gospel, Jesus also made it clear that a person should 

become different. But because someone could also change through his own effort, Jesus 

compares the change with a birth where a person is born into life. A sinner is thus born 

anew to life in the kingdom of God, with a new way of thinking and a new understanding 

and not just a trained way of behaving.  

From these words of Jesus we can see that the kingdom of God was spreading.  

This is what the ministry of Jesus looked like: he preached, he spoke out the message, 

hearts were touched and changed. Joseph also heard the gospel of the kingdom of God.  

He was filled with the hope of the coming kingdom of God and he was waiting for the 

kingdom of God. Through the expectation of the kingdom of God, the longing for it grew 

in his heart, and courage also. Because Jesus Christ preached the gospel of the kingdom 

of God, he as a person was also linked to the conception of the kingdom of God. When 

this conception of Jesus Christ as king of the kingdom of God was shattered through his 

crucifixion, many of his followers were disappointed.  

The boldness in Joseph's heart moved him to go boldly to Pilate, take the body of Jesus 

and lay it in a grave. As believers we can learn that hope and boldness move us to action 

even if everything seems complicated and difficult to understand. 

Hope and boldness are also important in our everyday challenges, important for our 

correct action in the kingdom of God. 

 

 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, 

“The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, nor will people 

say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst.” 

Luke 17:20-21 

 



 

 

The message of the kingdom of God is a state of tension between "already" and "not yet". 

"God's kingdom" is already visible in the actions and words of Jesus, but its final 

consummation has not yet taken place. The kingdom of God is present and future at the 

same time. 

The kingdom of God began with the coming of Jesus. 

This kingdom, where alone the will of God rules, is by no means complete.  

It is in our midst and is spreading out on this earth.  

We are also called to understand and act according to this knowledge. Seeing the global 

work of the Holy Spirit and building the kingdom of God together with the Holy Spirit is 

a privilege we have received as children of God. 

There is still a lot we need to learn to fulfil this great task we have been entrusted with. 

The apostle Paul knew this, which is why he strove to develop an understanding for the 

kingdom of God in the churches, 

 

… strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must 

go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said. 

Acts 14:22 

 

The kingdom of God begins at the point where a person claims the death of Jesus for 

himself personally, recognises Jesus as his Lord and Saviour and thus comes under God's 

rule. 

The Holy Spirit is one of the proofs that the kingdom of God is already here today.  

The apostle Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, built the kingdom of God with deep 

conviction. He saw the spiritual world; he walked in the Spirit. 

  

For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came 

to see him.  He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—

with all boldness and without hindrance! 

Acts 28:30-31 

 

Through boldness, changes take place in our surroundings.  

The apostle Paul taught with all boldness. Although the apostle Paul lived in difficult 

circumstances, his heart burned to carry out the great task God had entrusted to him. He 

welcomed all who came to him, and taught them so that they could proclaim the 

kingdom of God further.  

The apostle did not bow to the pressure of difficult circumstances, but opened his mouth 

and taught and preached with all boldness.  

Because the kingdom of God is so glorious, so strong and so necessary for the people on 

this earth, Paul made the most of the time he still had available with bold preaching 

about the gospel of the kingdom of God. Paul knew that all difficult opposition in life can 

only be overcome by means of bold action.  

Joseph, too, after the death of Jesus, knew that only bold action would lighten the great 

pressure weighing on all the disciples. Joseph dared to do it and went to Pilate. Then we 

read: 

 

 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had 

himself become a disciple of Jesus.  Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate 

ordered that it be given to him.  Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and 

placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front 

of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 



 

 

Matt. 27:57-60 

 

Joseph laid the body of Jesus in his own grave. In doing so he performed a strong, bold 

action. In this way the prophecy spoken over Jesus was also fulfilled. 

Boldness makes us capable of changing things. Through boldness the word is sown, it 

falls on to the soil of the heart and grows and grows and grows.  

Then fruit is constantly produced. Our maxim should always be: Serve with boldness, 

allow no fear, and in this way change circumstances. 

In this area Jesus is an example to us all. 

   

But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out demons, then the kingdom of God has come 

upon you. 

Matt. 12:28 

 

Jesus approaches the destructive power of the enemy with boldness. With this, Jesus 

says that the devil's rule will no longer exist, for he himself has come to destroy the 

power of the devil and he has already begun with it. 

We, as children of God filled with the Holy Spirit, also have this authority to bring about 

deliverance through the working of God's power and demonstrate the kingdom of God in 

our environment. This is a privilege of those filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 

The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the 

beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 

1 John 3:8 

 

Here too we can learn from Jesus. Through driving out spirits Jesus brought the kingdom 

of God to the places where he preached. Jesus appeared to destroy the works of the devil 

today too. For this he needs his body, his church. 

My heart is full of joy and thankfulness. Jesus is still working today.  

Through the Holy Spirit we have been given power and authority to destroy the works of 

the devil. Health, freedom and harmony reign in the kingdom of God. 

When Jesus walked and taught on this earth, he sent his disciples out so that they, just 

like him, could bring deliverance and healing to the people. 

In the kingdom of God the power of God is at work. 

  

Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’  

Luke 10:9 

 

Accept this commission from God, preach the gospel, heal the sick and cast out demons. 

The Holy Spirit still gives the children of God these gifts today. 

  

And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the 

Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. 

Phil. 1:14 

 

The apostle Paul tells of brothers whose lives have been changed. When men and 

women in the church gain confidence and through this become bolder in their actions 

and proclamations, this is a great joy for the whole church. I believe that Paul, too, was 

full of joy. The change in the brothers took place when they saw how Paul behaved 

during his imprisonment. Paul was bold and strong.  



 

 

Become bold and strong in your daily challenges too! 

Everything has been prepared for us so that we can preach the word with boldness. 

   

This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. Because of 

Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence. 

Ephesians 3:11-12 (NLT) 

 

The apostle Paul lived this out as an example to us. 

  

 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively 

about the kingdom of God. 

Acts 19:8 

 

During our growth process we are not always able to preach everywhere with boldness.  

There are also situations where we are under great pressure and we give way to the 

pressure.  

Paul was also in such situations.  So we can learn from him how we should deal with this. 

He asks the church to pray for him. 

 

… and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make 

known the mystery of the gospel,  for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may 

speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

Ephesians 6:19-20 (NKJV) 

 

In this way he was able to continue his task again successfully and confirm his calling. 

 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. 

For if you do these things, you will never stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into 

the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

2 Peter 1:10-11 

 

Dear reader, with the kingdom of God and his righteousness we also receive great 

promises for our daily provision through God. 

 

"For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 

them.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 

you as well. 

Matt. 6:32-33 

 

Here our hope is strengthened. Our Father knows what we need.  

When each of us reaches out for the kingdom of God and his righteousness and is 

prepared to obey, then it is our Father's desire and action to give us what we need. 

Trusting him for this and thanking him for it produces change in our lives. "Everything 

we need is added." 

Dear parents, this applies for the whole family. Dear young person, does this just mean 

material things or are our abilities and health included?  

Dear church, let you hopes be fulfilled through this promise of Jesus.  

Let us live for the kingdom of God and his righteousness. Let us diligently build the 

kingdom of God together as the body of Christ, for our Father has great plans with his 

kingdom. 



 

 

  

In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be 

destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring 

them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. 

Daniel 2:44 

 

So let us join in with boldness and joy. God bless you, beloved of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Day 2 - True greatness in the kingdom of God 
Artur Schuh 

 

We live in a society marked by status and positions of power. Wealth, good looks, 

prestige, power and success are the things to which great importance is attached and 

which are often communicated as desirable. An individual can hardly evade this 

influence - for everyone enjoys the respect of other people. Media and advertising also 

foster this desire on a daily basis. This way of thinking thus very quickly infiltrates even 

the best resolutions a person can have. Some philosophies which have tried to bring 

about a fairer social order have foundered on this human "ego".   

 

These things were also important to people at the time when Jesus lived on the earth - 

perhaps even more important than for us today. The Roman society in particular was 

characterized by a striving for honour and power. To receive honour was for many 

people even more important than wealth, and if they had had to make a choice they 

would sooner have done without their wealth than without their status and reputation 

in society. Amongst other things there was the custom that gifts had to be reciprocated - 

with gifts of at least the same value. So if somebody wanted to damage another person 

and had enough wealth himself, he made a gift to the other person of something the 

latter himself would hardly have been able to afford. The recipient then only had the 

choice between the loss of his wealth (to reciprocate the gift) and the loss of his 

reputation if he did not do it. There were clear positions of rank in society, which were 

valued by the free citizens and for which one was envied. Slaves, women and children on 

the other hand had no opportunity of attaining such honour (unless the women were 

married to influential men and in this way enjoyed a certain position through which they 

in return could influence other people). Men thus consciously chose political or military 

tasks through which they could gain recognition and in this way achieve a higher 

ranking in society. This they displayed on all occasions, and not infrequently did 

emperors in particular write songs of praise about themselves just to emphasize their 

position.  

In addition to their own human thinking, this attitude had of course also influenced the 

Jewish people who were under Roman rule and confronted daily with this. Anyone 

wanting a good life had to cooperate with the way of life of the Sadducees, for example. 

So it was not surprising that even amongst the disciples the thought arose about which 

of them would be the greatest in the kingdom of God. Which office and which position 

would Jesus bestow on each individual? Their conception of a functioning kingdom was 

influenced by human example - and the most powerful example was the Roman Empire 

with its structure that functioned very well for those times. 

But this desire for recognition by other people even extended to religious acts. Jesus 

criticised this attitude in the people with very clear words: 

 

And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward in full. 

Matt. 6:5 

 

Jesus began to communicate a completely new picture of his kingdom to his disciples. 

They were to understand that the human desire for power and recognition cannot not 

be the driving force for the behaviour of God's children. God has different standards and 

values.   



 

 

 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?”  He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you 

change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever 

becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  

Matt. 18:1-4 (NRSV) 

 

Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 

them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  Not so with you. Instead, 

whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be 

first must be your slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Matt. 20:25-28 

 

The greatest among you will be your servant.  For those who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

Matt. 23:11-12 

 

Jesus showed his disciples clearly that in God's eyes a person is distinguished by quite 

different things than in human society. Not the position above another person is 

valuable in God's eyes, but the service for another person. He set a child in their midst to 

use as an illustration for this. In those times a child did not have any rights or any claim 

to a position. Children were dependent on their parents' or wards' care, and if these 

were not in a position to fulfil this, then the children became servants or beggars. In the 

worst case they were even sold as slaves. Jesus showed the disciples that everyone in the 

kingdom of God needs this dependency on God. Everyone should correspondingly have 

an attitude of esteem towards other people, independent of their position. No-one has a 

right in himself to claim any position in the kingdom of God, for everyone is dependent 

on God. True greatness in the kingdom of God is not shown by being superior to others 

but in being able to respect and lift others up.  

Paul described this clearly in his letter to the Philippians 

 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 

yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mind-set as Christ Jesus: Who, being 

in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 

advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being 

made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the 

highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2:3-11 

 

Jesus set an example of this to his disciples through his life. Despite his abilities and his 

popularity he did not show the slightest interest in taking on any position or office. He 

preferred to travel through the land and live from what was given to him. Some towns 

chased him away, and there were many who wanted to kill him. He who had all wisdom 

and all abilities made himself dependent on his fellow men. And he went even further - 



 

 

when the disciples were sitting together at the Last Supper Jesus did something that 

even the disciples would never have expected:  

… so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his 

waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying 

them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 

him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

John 13:4-6 

 

Although Peter had been with Jesus for so long, he was still surprised by this action. It 

went against every norm in society. Everybody strives to present himself to other people 

at least "not beneath his social level". If at all, then one would perhaps have to accept 

being humbled by the other person because he has more power. Yet Jesus took off his 

outer clothing and took on the position of a servant or slave. He humbled himself visibly 

before his disciples – he, the Messiah, washed the feet of his disciples!!  

This was too much even for Peter. He found it completely inappropriate and also 

protested against it - but here Jesus again showed them clearly what true greatness is in 

the kingdom of God. Being prepared to forgo one's own comfort and reputation is what 

makes us great in God's eyes. We soon realize that we will not manage this in our own 

strength. Denying oneself and following Jesus (according to Luke 9:23) contradicts the 

"old man". But someone who has experienced Christ as the Lord of his life knows that 

everything is possible to him who believes (Mark 9:23). Paul, who was himself an up-

and-coming scholar in the midst of this system and who could have enjoyed the rights of 

Roman citizenship, met Christ and experienced everything else suddenly losing its value. 

He went even further in his statement: 

 

What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I 

may gain Christ. 

Philippians 3:8 

 

The kingdom of God should not be marked by strong and prestigious people but by 

servants who can humble themselves and show by their example what true greatness in 

God's eyes is. 

 

 



 

 

Day 3 – The parable of the sower 
Kathleen Wahl 

 

 

 

Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large 

that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the 

shore at the water’s edge. He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching 

said: “Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell 

along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not 

have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came 

up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell 

among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. Still 

other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, 

some sixty, some a hundred times.” Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them 

hear.” When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the 

parables.  He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to 

those on the outside everything is said in parables so that, ''they may be ever seeing but 

never perceiving,    and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn 

and be forgiven!’” Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then 

will you understand any parable? The farmer sows the word. Some people are like seed 

along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes 

away the word that was sown in them. Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the 

word and at once receive it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. 

When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. Still others, 

like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of 

wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 

Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some 

thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.” 

Mark 4:1-20 (see also Matt. 13:1-23) 

 

 

 

The kingdom of God was the main theme of Jesus' teaching ministry when he lived on 

the earth. Jesus mostly used parables to teach about this subject.  Although Jesus 

described these parables as the "mystery" of the kingdom of God, he at the same time 

made it clear that we should understand the kingdom of God through him and his 

teaching. By this he meant that a prerequisite for entering the kingdom of God is that we 

earnestly search for the truth. This includes having an open heart and a humble attitude. 

 

In this parable Jesus explains that our heart is the soil in which God's word is sown as a 

seed, so that the kingdom of God can grow in us like a plant.  

 

Jesus describes four different kinds of soil, which are a picture for the condition of our 

heart. The fourth picture shows the only soil where the plant of the kingdom of God can 

grow and bear fruit. It is interesting that the amount of fruit is not important (30, 60 or 

100 fold), just the sowing itself and the fruitfulness of the soil. This shows us that life in 

the kingdom of God is not achieved through good works or self-effort. It can even belong 

to those who are "spiritually poor" as Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount. Blessed 

are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:3). 



 

 

 

This parable about the kingdom of God talks about the condition of our heart and its 

effect on our spiritual growth and fruitfulness.  

 

Care for your heart. 

If we want to have the kingdom of God within us, we must care for our heart as one 

cares for a garden. In this parable we see three pictures of uncultivated soil and the 

consequences of this as a comparison to the condition of our heart. We can see that 

these three pictures have been given to us as a warning about what will happen if we do 

not care for the soil of our heart. We assume that the kingdom of God can only come into 

our heart if it is cared for as in the fourth picture. Here the word of God is received and it 

grows and becomes fruitful. 

 

 

How do we care for our heart? 

 

 

1. We keep our heart clean through recognising our sin. 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess 

our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. 

1 John 1:8-9 

 

We cannot change ourselves. Our own efforts are not enough. Humbling ourselves and 

confessing our sins is the only way to keep our heart clean. Only the blood of Jesus can 

cleanse us from all sins and set us free. Through him alone we become righteous before 

God to live in his kingdom (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

 

We should bring our hearts before God every day in prayer, allow him to reveal sin and 

then ask for forgiveness. This will also maintain the humble attitude we need in order to 

be changed by him. 

 

2. We keep our heart soft through fellowship. 

See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns 

away from the living God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” 

so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.  We have come to share in 

Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. 

Hebrews 3:12-14 

 

We all need encouragement. It is the discouragements of everyday life that make our 

hearts hard. In fellowship we hear the word of God and testimonies of his goodness and 

grace. Here we receive love and experience ministry and prayer. This does us good. Our 

heart becomes softer and more receptive for his word. 

 

3. We water our hearts through the working of the Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is a "gentleman”. He waits for our invitation. When we worship God with 

all our hearts and lift up the name of Jesus, this is the invitation for him to come into our 

hearts and work. The Spirit of God flows from the throne of the King of kings like a 

stream of water to refresh our hearts.  

 



 

 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side 

of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. 

And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 

Revelation 22:1-2 

 

In Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 we read:  "speaking to one another with psalms, 

hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord."  

These three types of songs that are mentioned twice in this order in the Bible show us 

the large role our heart plays in the worship of God. We should sing and play to the Lord 

in our hearts, not just with our lips and hands. The songs are what invite the Holy Spirit 

to work. The "songs from the spirit" are then very probably the songs sung 

spontaneously from our spirit through the Holy Spirit. These are either songs with 

comprehensible words or in tongues as the Holy Spirit gives us. This type of song builds 

us up in a special way and sets up the throne of God in our hearts.  

 

4. We deepen the soil of our heart through perseverance 

Difficulties, suffering, pain and sorrow are part of life on this earth. We long for the day 

of Jesus' return when he will bring his kingdom to visible fulfilment. Then all these 

terrible things will come to an end (Revelation 21:3-4). 

 

Yet perseverance in difficulties, suffering, pain and sorrow can also have a strong, 

positive effect in our hearts and produce growth. It is as if the soil of our heart is 

loosened to a deeper level through perseverance so that the word of God can take root 

more deeply and the plant of faith can grow more strongly in our hearts.  

 

Suffering can either make our life bitter or better. It depends on our relationship to 

God. When we hold God's hand and trust him even if we don't understand why we have 

to go through such a dark valley, he will carry us through and even strengthen us.  

 

Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to 

shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who 

has been given to us. 

Romans 5:3-5 

 

 

 

What effect does the care of our hearts have? 

 

The reality of the kingdom of God is visible in our lives because we become fruitful.  

Others will recognize the kingdom of God through our lives and come to faith through 

this. 

The fruit of the Spirit (see Galatians 5:22-23) will grow and be multiplied in our life. 

The prayer of Jesus for us (see John 15) will be fulfilled: we will produce fruit, more fruit 

and much fruit, glorify the Father through this and be true disciples of Jesus.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 04 - Everyone forces their way into it 
Ralph Glöckner 

 

From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to 

violence, and violent people have been raiding it. 

Matt. 11:12 

 

The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of 

the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing their way into it. 

Luke 16:16 

 

With Jesus we are on a journey of rediscovering heaven from his point of view, for he 

knows the heavenly places. He opens up ways for us to receive the blessing and grace of 

God which do not conform to known religious forms. Several examples in the Scripture 

show us that through Christ it is possible to have such a position before God that God 

finally responds to our prayers and longing. And Jesus encourages us in this "force"; yes, 

he loves it when we take God so seriously that we do not just passively wait for his 

favour but take active steps to use the offers and opportunities of a life of faith to the full. 

 

Background: The religious way to find God's blessings 

Right up to the last prophet of the Old Covenant, John the Baptist, the old scriptures 

were interpreted and constantly re-interpreted. The Pharisees and scribes were very 

God-fearing men with great fervour for God and God's word. They wanted to do 

everything exactly right and also draw all the people into their convictions.  

What were the ways that the people had been taught up to then for receiving God's 

favour?  

Firstly: keeping the law or commandments. However, only someone who was able to 

keep all the laws in their entirety was awarded the righteousness of God. Then the Old 

Testament referred to the many sacrifices arranged to obtain redemption and 

acceptance from God.  

The regular worship, that is, regular attendance at services on the Sabbath in the 

synagogue was foundational for a religious person. Respect for the system as well as 

honouring the religious leaders were further basics, and the leaders were only too 

pleased to receive such honour. And not least, one should keep away from sinners, 

adulterers and also the tax collectors, in fact from all godless people, in order to 

maintain personal purity. 

 

The radical way to find God's blessings 

Jesus with his differentness and radical statements did not fit here. Whilst the Pharisees 

wanted to force everyone into a religious structure, Jesus showed a new way to God. He 

gave hope of change to the non-religious, the rejected and sinners. He entered their 

world and sought fellowship with them so that he could touch them. In this way they 



 

 

would find the confidence to lay aside the ton weight of their broken lives and put 

everything completely behind them.  

Jesus is the same yesterday, today and for all eternity. Up to now he has never demanded 

a changed life as a prerequisite for receiving God's grace. On the contrary: for him, 

change is the result of a divine touch. For this reason he continually gives the invitation: 

"Come to me, all of you.... I will give you rest!" With this he meant those laden with sin; 

the sick - even if it is their own fault; the broken - even if they are suffering their own 

consequences; the bound - even if they ignored warnings. Jesus promises freedom to all - 

because he is the real truth. 

Redemption through Christ should not be seen as the end product of religious effort but 

as the beginning and starting point for a life pleasing to God. Jesus thus speaks of 

salvation as a result that can be compared to the new birth of the soul, of a new person. 

Through repentance from sin and turning to Jesus in faith, a new life has begun. Faith in 

a person, in Jesus Christ, and not religious ritual is the door to the blessings of God. 

Hallelujah! 

 

Seizing heaven's favour by force - repentance instead of penance 

What Jesus is primarily addressing with this revolutionary idea of force in heaven is 

nothing other than the repentance of a sinner. It is the radical turning around of a 

person who has lived against God's principles. The confession of sin, however, turns the 

death sentence into a reprieve (Romans 6:23). Repentance triggers the spiritual 

cleansing programme that takes place through the blood of Jesus and washes the heart 

completely clean (1 John 1:9). The once godless person is given a righteousness that is 

accepted by God. "Everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!"  

2 Cor. 5:17 (NRSV) After this work which the Holy Spirit carries out within a relatively 

short time, there then follow steps of faith. That is, there is a conscious turning away 

from old ways and the new man walks on paths of light. Paul describes this necessary 

step in the following way: "Throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, 

which is corrupted by lust and deception. Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and 

attitudes. Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy. 

(Eph. 4:20-24 NLT).  

Examples: 

• In Luke 8:13 Jesus describes the long prayer of a Pharisee in comparison to the 

five-word prayer of a repentant tax collector. Jesus called the tax collector more 

righteous than the Pharisee. The tedious efforts of religious service had made the 

latter proud. 

• The story of the prodigal son gives us a similar insight into this taking by force. 

The father's compassion towards the humbled home-comer was a "thorn in the 

eye" from the older son's perspective. He had worked hard for his father all his 

life but never been given a party! The father could only hope for his 

understanding so that he would grasp the reason for his rejoicing: "But we had to 

celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; 

he was lost and is found.” (Luke 15:21-32). 

• The sinful woman's visit in the house of the Pharisee where Jesus was a guest 

caused a shocking scene. To the host's outrage, Jesus accepted her lavish gesture 

of love with anointing oil. Here too, Jesus emphasized that the forgiveness of her 

great sin was bringing a blessing; namely a great love through which she could 

come closer to the Lord than anyone else. 

 

Prayer and intercession - storming heaven 



 

 

The New Testament does not just teach us to pray, but positively challenges us to use 

prayer as a weapon to influence and change people and situations around us. "The 

earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results." 

(James 6:16 NLT). God wants do things on the earth and is looking for people who will 

pray in his will until he has performed it. He promises to answer the prayer of 

agreement with him (Matt. 18:19). When we pray with perseverance, God's system in 

the heavenly places can be set in motion to answer the prayer. "Pray without ceasing!" 

This was Paul's conviction, who himself prayed for the church until he had the certainty, 

often through testimonies and reports, that his prayers had been answered.  

Examples 

• Surprisingly, we find an unusual answer to prayer even in the Old Testament. 

Moses, who had led the people of Israel out of Egypt and into the Promised Land, 

lived at that time. The people sinned, however. Moses stood up for them before 

God, repented on their behalf and moved God's heart not to condemn them but to 

continue leading them with his presence. God wanted to give up, but not so 

Moses, who stood in the gap! 

• Much later we find Daniel on his knees in Babylon, where he had a high official 

position. He remembered the words of the prophet and began a 21-day period of 

intercession and fasting for the future of his people living in exile. He kept going 

until he received an answer. God sent no-one less than the archangel Gabriel to 

bring this prayer general the answer with his decision (Daniel 9:2-23). 

• Present-day testimonies likewise encourage us to storm the throne of God today. 

The father of our staff member in India fell into a coma through brain failure and 

lay on the intensive care ward. The brothers and sisters alternated at his bedside 

24 hours a day, fighting for the life of their father, whilst their mother at home did 

not come out of her prayer chamber until she received the good news. After 

several days he regained consciousness and a few days after this he was over the 

hill. His individual body functions slowly began working again. Praise the Lord. 

 

Knocking on heaven's door 

We are all very familiar with the verse in Matt. 7:7: "Ask and it will be given to you; seek 

and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you." We should knock; this is 

what God wants. This means that the door may be shut, perhaps for a long time; a door 

that is difficult to open. I think of situations in life where we get into difficulties and need 

help. We are actually entitled to help, yet it seems so far away. Then we need patience, 

but also the conviction of what we are entitled to or what we can have. This is a test of 

faith where God can hone one or two things in us. 

Examples: 

• Jesus tells the story of a friend who has unexpected guests in the evening. He had 

nothing to set before them, but he had a good friend. The friend did not want to 

help him, however, because everyone was asleep, probably all on the floor in a 

one-room apartment. Yet the friend's bold request worked the miracle and he 

was given the bread he asked for. If we know Christ as our friend then we should 

not be hesitant and certainly not give up. 

• With another story, Jesus challenges us to bold requests. It was about a widow 

who insisted on her rights. Every day she went to the judge, who turned down 

her request. But her relentless patience got on the judge's nerves so much that he 

finally listened to her pleading and granted her her rights. Too often we give up 

with the thought that is probably not God's will and that we must learn to draw 

the short straw. 



 

 

 

Standing on the promises 

The very first book of the Bible leads us into the secret of promises. God tells us in 

advance what he wants to do for his children, for he is a covenant God. How should we 

react to this? Firstly, let us accept the promises and in Christ claim them for ourselves as 

"yes" and "amen". Then we should make ourselves one with this expressed will of God 

by citing the promises in prayer, as if we are reminding God of them. We learn this from 

the faith heroes of old such as Nehemiah, who in his prayer for Jerusalem remembered 

God's promise to the people of Israel. In Hebrew 6: 12 it plainly says: "We do not want 

you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has 

been promised." 

Examples 

• Abraham knew from God that he would be a father of the nations and would have 

a son with his wife Sarah. Even in old age they did not give up but "considered 

him faithful who had made the promise" (Heb. 11:11). And so Isaac was born. 

• When I was preparing for my first trip to India, the Lord gave me the verse in 

Philippians 4:13. "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." I was 

very soon to learn how this promise should be applied practically in new, 

unfamiliar situations. And the Lord really did give me strength for everything I 

encountered and had to do, whether in the physical or spiritual realm. I was able 

to adapt quickly and serve in all situations, with no electricity, no light, no 

preparation, even without having seen or practised things beforehand. The Lord 

gave both wisdom and success. 

• The testimony of Daniel Exler is a further example. When he was battling with an 

incurable illness, the Spirit of God taught him to speak out the promises of 

healing daily and to confess their statements even if the reality looked so 

depressing. His unbroken faith was answered by complete healing.  Praise be to 

God. 

 

Wrestling with God through an attitude of faith 

Faith has something to do with vision; that is, embracing the changed situation or future 

things through a spiritual vision. Then one can hold on to this image and, similarly to 

Moses, invest faith. In the spiritual world he had already seen the tabernacle in existence 

in detail on Mount Sinai before being able to implement it on the earth. Such a vision 

speaks of the existence of something in the spiritual world which then becomes true 

through firm faith in the miracle-working God. I call this a faith investment. It is not 

about personal gain but about God's kingdom and his glory. 

Examples: 

• Jabez had an enlargement of his borders in view, which became the object of his 

unusual prayer. "And God granted his request." (1Chron. 4:10). 

• Jacob was returning to his homeland. Decades previously he had seen the 

revelation and presence of God through the ladder. But was it just to remain a 

vision? As Abraham's heir he now needed God more than ever before to be part 

of the people who honoured God. He wrestled all through the night with the angel 

of the Lord, persuaded that: "I will not let you go unless you bless me." And he 

received the full measure of blessing (Genesis 32:24-28). 

• Several years ago Renuka and I were shocked about the drought in February. 

There should not be just spiritual rain over Agra but physical rain too. In faith we 

proclaimed rain. And we had rain for a whole week which made the dry ground 



 

 

green again and it did not dry out again before the rainy season in July. Since then 

there has never been a year without rain showers in this season. 

• Our church in Delhi had long taken up the vision of a church building in their 

prayers. For three years the vision, planning and implementation was prayed 

through until the Lord had released the finances for this. The building was 

inaugurated in 2013.  

 

Breaking through norms out of desperation. 

 I can see a further way where heaven is taken by force. Here there are people whose 

needs drive them to despair. In this hopeless situation they turn to God who can make 

impossible things possible, even if there is no way out and they are not even entitled to 

it. Yet God in his mercy allows every norm to be broken through when he can see people 

with the seed of faith in his almighty power  

Examples: 

• When David had to flee from Saul, he came hungry to the priest of God and asked 

him for bread. He had nothing he could give him. David then asked for the bread 

which had been consecrated to the Lord in the tent of God. Although he was not 

entitled to it, the Spirit of God prompted the priest to see David as pure person, 

and he gave him the bread (1 Sam. 2:2-4). 

• In Mark's Gospel it was a woman with an issue of blood who is to be thanked by 

all of Christianity for her example of unusual faith. Despite being unclean, she did 

not lose sight of her vision of being healed through touching the robe of Jesus. 

Although she broke through all norms, the Lord praised her with the words: 

"Your faith has made you well." (Mark 5:24-34). 

• Once Jesus was stopped by a heathen woman. He should free her daughter from 

an evil spirit. This was not in line with Jesus' commission, for he had been sent to 

the lost sheep of Israel. Although Jesus gently declined, he could not resist the 

woman's unusual faith and healed the daughter spontaneously (Mark 7:24-30). 

 

Deduction: 

Faith is the key that opens the windows of heaven. God rejoices; the Lord is thrilled, for 

nothing is impossible to him who believes. May the many examples spur us on to live 

seriously and consciously with heaven, that is, with the presence of God. We must use 

force to turn the key in the right lock and then push the door open.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 5 - Parable of the leaven  
Michael Dreher 

 

Leaven - the comparison with the kingdom of God 

 

And he spoke again: To what shall I compare the kingdom of God?  It is like yeast that a 

woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened. 

Luke 13:20-21 (NRSV) 

 

He told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened. 

Matt. 13:33 (NRSV) 

 

Some of the pictures Jesus uses to describe the kingdom of God in the Gospels are leaven, 

light, salt and seed. What links all these elements? As different as all these pictures are, 

each of them must touch the real, physical world to find their meaning. The leaven, or 

yeast, must permeate the rest of the dough, the light must illuminate the darkness, salt is 

for conserving and flavouring and the seed germinates in the soil.  

 

The example of Nehemiah 

 

The Bible is full of stories about how the kingdom of God unfolds and how its rule takes 

shape in the daily life of the people of Israel and the young Christian church. When 

Nehemiah returns to the land of his fathers after a long time of exile, he encounters a 

community at rock bottom. In the book of Nehemiah it very soon becomes clear that it is 

not just about building the temple so that the people can hold services there. Nehemiah 

wanted to rebuild the entire public life. If the experience from the book of Nehemiah is 

applied to our situation today, then the following areas are affected amongst others:   

 

 God does not want to develop just our churches (just the temple) but also public 

life with its areas of economics, education, politics and culture.  

 The churches, the people of God, should no longer withdraw from public life and 

"almost exclusively" concern themselves with better church services and offers 

for Christians. 

When the church withdraws from the "world" over a number of years and generations, 

then it puts its inheritance at stake. What is its inheritance? It is being the church for all 

areas of life, because God is the Lord of all areas of life, not just of the church. The 

creation commission that God gives to people is: "Fill" the earth and "subdue it". "Rule" 

over it (Gen. 1:28). Using the picture of the leaven it could also be expressed as: 

"Permeate it!"  

 



 

 

The challenge many Christians face is that they have lost their faith and they look for 

examples to show them that God can and will also work through them in public life (2 

Cor.5:20. Eph. 4:1). Theoretically they find the apostle Paul's directive is correct when he 

writes: "I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received." (Ephesians 4:1), 

or "We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 

us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God" (2 Corinthians 5:20), but they 

often lack the teaching and example of how this can take place. 

 

The kingdom of God the calling for every Christian - historical character 

 

To answer the question of "how" our calling can look, we first need to look at "what" we 

are called to. There are three basic elements or areas which constitute our calling as 

Christians:  

 

1. To love God and all people 

 

The double commandment of love is the first element of our calling. This is found in 

many places in the Bible. Firstly in the Torah: "Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength" (Deut. 6:5). "Love your 

neighbour as yourself." Jesus refers to this in several places in the Gospels: " A new 

command I give you: Love one another." (John 13:4-35). (Parallel references: Leviticus 

19:18; Matt. 22:37-39; Mark 12:29-31; Luke 10:27). The apostle Paul finally takes this 

up also: "Live in love, as Christ loved us." (Ephesians 5:2). 

 

2. To bring the gospel of Jesus Christ and his kingdom to all people 

 

The second element of our calling is to walk in the Holy Spirit's mission, which is 

oriented on the mission of Jesus. "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you." (John 20:21). This is underlined in the so-called "great commission": "Go into all 

the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation" (Mark 16:15), or the 

challenge of the apostle Paul that we should be ambassadors on Christ's behalf (2 

Corinthians 5::20).  

 

3. To reign in one's personal life under the reign  of God - taking responsibility 

 

The third and final element of our calling is the reign of God being fulfilled in our 

personal lives The reign of God brings the freedom to take responsibility in one's own 

life (Romans 5:17, Rev. 5:9-10). This means to take responsibility for the world. Just as 

yeast or leaven permeates the rest of the dough, in the same way the followers of Jesus 

should permeate their environment. Here the creation commission in Genesis 1:28 

resounds again: Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion.." 

(NRSV) 

All three elements of the kingdom of God belong together for every Christian. They must 

be lived out in their entirety under Jesus the Lord, led by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:14). 

This applies to individual believers as well as to the whole church. 

 

Historical influence: 

The following only touches on this, but it is important to consider the fact that in large 

sections of present-day evangelical Christianity we have to deal with an intrinsic 

dualism that has divided our world into "spiritual" and "secular". The dualism is the 



 

 

result of a historic development that has also influenced Baden-Wuerttemberg, 

particularly through Pietism. Until about 150 years ago, all aspects of the "kingdom of 

God calling" were united in their entirety in the older forms of evangelical tradition (e.g. 

in German Old Pietism, the Methodist and Anglican movements). The legacy that has 

been handed down in Christian churches in the past 120 years has led to a turning away 

from a focus on the whole to a one-sided focus with the emphasis on the elements  from 

areas one (the double commandment of love) and two (evangelism as the application of 

the Great Commission). The 3rd element of reigning in one's personal life and above all 

taking responsibility for the world has been largely thrown overboard. The calling of 

Christians has been reduced to evangelisation (incl. church building and church growth), 

personal holiness (prayer, Bible, counselling) and care for the needy (social welfare) and 

defined as "spiritual". The other daily aspects of life and society have been seen as 

"secular" areas.   

 

In Old Pietism the element of the social responsibility of Christians played a much bigger 

role, which is confirmed by many examples (e.g. Friedrich Wilhelm Raiffeisen – social 

reformer and founder of the cooperative movement; Christian Adam Dann – animal 

protection pioneer; Gustav Werner – founder of a "rescue house" for orphans and a craft 

enterprise - the present-day "Bruderhaus Diakonie"; Johann Christoph Blumhardt and 

others).  

 

Where do we stand today? Today as Christians we believe we know how to pray, 

evangelise and develop churches, but we often do not succeed in living out God's 

commission on Christ's behalf in public life and taking on responsibility for the world. Is 

it possible to enjoy a personal, private Christianity in a "spiritual" realm without taking 

responsibility for the part of the world in which I live as a Christian? Whatever has 

happened to the leaven if it does not permeate the rest of the dough?  

 

How can we get out of this dualism that divides life into a spiritual and secular realm? 

Freedom from existing dualism, this irreconcilable separation of a "spiritual, pious 

church life" from the "secular world" comes only through the discovery of an integrated 

"kingdom of God understanding".  

 

Understanding the kingdom of God 

 

The goal of God's commission, the Mission Dei, is to change the world. Part of being the 

change that God creates means being under God's commission. Changing the world 

means permeating it.  The word that has been used for this in recent years is to live a 

"missional" life. To be "missional" in all areas and aspects of life means to proclaim the 

gospel of his kingdom. This cannot take place in a vacuum or in an environment that is 

purely Christian. I must "come into contact” with the context in which I live. In this way 

the message of the kingdom of God can permeate this environment, shine in it, preserve 

it and the seed can germinate.  

 

Most Christians are familiar with the word "gospel". It means "good news". The "gospel 

of the kingdom" is spoken of in the Gospel of Matthew: "Jesus went throughout Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing 

every disease and sickness among the people" (Matt. 4:23; 9:35).  Words and actions 

were one with Jesus. The gospel of the kingdom is the "message of salvation about the 

death and resurrection of Jesus for our salvation and for renewed fellowship with each 



 

 

other and with God." It is news that proclaims the kingdom of God. Wherever the gospel 

comes, the dominion of God is established. And where it is accepted, people submit to 

this dominion and a change of rule thus takes place. God's rule and the kingdom are the 

central theme. According to Roland Hardmeier it can be said:  

 

"According to the testimony of the New Testament, the kingdom of God is there 

where the gospel of Jesus Christ, his deeds, his death and resurrection are 

proclaimed, where the kingdom breaks fresh ground through signs and wonders 

and where people become new through the Holy Spirit." (Hardmeier 2009:214) 

 

The motive and driving force for the proclamation of the gospel is love - God is performs 

missionary work in the world because he loves the world he has created and wants to 

save it and change it. In John 3:16, Jesus is described as God's gift of love to the world. 

The followers of Jesus are empowered by the Holy Spirit:  

 

 because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who 

has been given to us. 

 Romans 5:5b 

 

 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses. 

Acts 1:8 

 

The goal is the restoration of his rule in the world and that his glory should become 

visible. 

 

  who reconciled us to himself through Christ 

2 Cor. 5:18 ff  

 

 Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

Matt. 4:17 

Jesus himself preached the nearness and dominion of the kingdom of God and 

proclaimed its presence in his own person. God's rule is perfect in him. He speaks, 

acts and does what he sees his Father in heaven doing and in this way establishes 

the will of God on earth. 

God is building his kingdom - inviting people to submit to his lordship. People who do 

this and live from a Christ identity will build nothing other than the kingdom of God. It is 

normal that a holistic change process (transformation) begins "into a condition that God 

originally intended". The signs of the kingdom of God follow when life is lived from the 

"Christ identity" and in this way permeates the relationships and aspects of everyday 

life. 

 

 Following the change of dominion - out of the kingdom of darkness and into the 

kingdom of the Son - comes the renewal of the mind (Rom. 12:1-2) where the 

divine, higher thoughts become more and more the thoughts of his followers. 



 

 

 The divine transformation desired by God takes place - the old man becomes the 

new man. As a result of this, light comes into all areas of life, transformation in all 

everyday situations. All levels of society are influenced, i.e. permeated in this way. 

This results in changed situations in areas of life and society which then influence 

and permeate all areas of public life. 

 There is an increase in evil spirits being driven out in places which were 

previously unusual - everywhere. 

  Healings, signs and wonders characterize the "kingdom of God citizens" 

everywhere at all times. 

 Powerful signs, miracles - the supernatural - are part of the daily life of Christians 

in public life. 

Just as Jesus in his everyday life did practically what he saw his Father in heaven doing, 

so we his disciples, the church, will do the same works and even greater ones than he 

did. These are - no more and no less - the good fruits for which Jesus Christ appointed 

his followers, and for which they will be recognized as his followers in the world (Matt. 

7:16; John 15:16).  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Day 6 - Seeking the kingdom of God 
Kathleen Wahl 

 

 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 

added unto you! 

 Matthew 6:33 (KJV) 

 

Unnecessary worries 

 

This is the heading in my Bible above Matthew chapter 6. Jesus came as a human being 

to the earth and had to deal with life's daily worries just as we do. 

 

This verse is like a doctor’s prescription from God himself to us. A prescription against 

the worries that torment us. A prescription for a balanced diet in order to become strong 

in our spiritual lives.  

 

Jesus gives us the secret prescription for overcoming worries and experiencing God's 

care and supply in our everyday lives. Jesus himself tried it out and lived it out on the 

earth. In this way he showed us how to apply it practically. 

 

"Seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness” 

 

3 important ingredients are contained in this prescription against worries: 

 

The word "first" shows us that it is about our priorities. The kingdom of God should be 

number one in all areas of our lives. This means number one in our relationships (family, 

marriage, children, friends, colleagues, enemies etc.), in our jobs, in our free time, in our 

finances etc. 

 

What is the kingdom of God? 

 

The kingdom of God is a kingdom.  

 

Jesus did not come into the world just as a human being but also as God, as the King of 

kings, in order to bring the kingdom of God near to us.   

 

John the Baptist was the first to proclaim the kingdom of God in Matthew 3:2: "Repent, 

for the kingdom of God is at hand."  

 

In Mark 1:14 (KJV) we read: "Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into 

Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and 

the kingdom of God is at hand: repent, and believe the gospel." 

 

The Jews as the people of God believed that the Messiah would be a descendant of David; 

he would come to set up the invisible kingdom of God and make it visible. One of the 



 

 

many signs through which we recognize that Jesus was indeed the expected Messiah is 

that he was given the title "Son of David" and King of the Jews". 

 

The kingdom of God is not a democracy!  

 

In the kingdom of God, God rules and his will is done. He is right and he is in charge. He 

is the provider and he decides what is done and when and how.  This means complete 

surrender and obedience for those living in his kingdom. The guidelines can be read in 

his word and understood through his Spirit. What he says is done and what he promises 

is fulfilled. He has the power to change and determine things. 

 

What is "his righteousness"? 

 

It is firstly important to know that his righteousness is not our righteousness. For there 

is no room for self-righteousness in the kingdom of God. His righteousness is a gift for us 

through the vicarious death of Jesus on the cross. We are made righteous before God the 

Father alone through his blood.  

 

If we are true disciples of Jesus we will hunger and thirst for righteousness. The Greek 

word is dikaiosune and describes the characteristic of "being righteous before God". The 

word is often used in Matthew's Gospel and is a central theme in the kingdom. Being 

righteous simply means "adapting oneself to God's rule and his revealed will". (Matt. 

3:15; 5:6+10+20; 21:32; John 16:8+10; Romans 6:12-23; Ephesians 6:14; James 1:20; 

3:18). In other words, our hunger and thirst for righteousness is shown by the fact that 

we want to please God. For this reason we submit to his will. 

 

How can we seek the kingdom of God and his righteousness? 

 

This seeking contains a mixture of his "present" kingdom and that which is "still to 

come" when Jesus returns. Both already belong to us. Romans 5:1 mentions the gift of 

righteousness through which we are made righteous by faith. Every disciple of Jesus has 

already received reconciliation with God. 

2 Corinthians 3:9-18 describes a continually increasing righteousness within us. 

2 Peter 3:13 speaks of the new heaven and new earth that we long for. Here there is only 

righteousness and no more unrighteousness.  

 

Seeking through prayer 

 

We should examine our priorities every day in prayer and allow God to set them up 

anew. Jesus taught his disciples how they should pray. We can read this in the well-

known "Lord's Prayer" that can also be found in chapter 6 of Matthew's Gospel. In this 

simple prayer we see that the first priority is our relationship to God "our Father in 

heaven" and his rule and will in our life, before the requests for our daily needs come. 

This is the prescription against worries we are talking about! This prayer thus shows 

what we should do to use the prescription correctly. 

 

Prayer is like a connection between heaven and earth. When we pray "your kingdom 

come", this means both meanings of his kingdom, the "now" and "that which is still to 

come" in the future, as we have already said. As children of the King through our 

relationship to the Father through Jesus Christ, we now have the right to ask and expect 



 

 

that God will work in our life. He has promised to supply us with everything we need. 

But first and foremost we pray that his kingdom will come, and we set our eyes on what 

is everlasting, eternal, the perfect kingdom of God which we do not yet see but expect 

through faith.  

 

When we focus our thoughts more and more on eternity, on things that have meaning 

for eternity and things that last for eternity, then the perishable things of this earth will 

not seem so important to us and will not cause us so much worry. Our values and 

opinions will align themselves more and more to the word of God and his will for our 

lives. 

 

Seeking through the word of God 

 

The word of God should have priority in our thoughts over all other words that we have 

heard, believed or read. This means that we must learn, hear, speak out, practise, pass 

on and use and live out the word of God in a practical way. This is a second, important 

component of seeking the kingdom of God. His word has the power to change us and our 

circumstances.  

 

Seeking through the Holy Spirit 

 

In Romans 8:26-27 (NRSV) it says: "Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we 

do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep 

for words."  

 

Without the Holy Spirit our prayers become weak and selfish and our understanding of 

God's word is superficial and powerless. The prescription is then dilated so much that it 

is no longer effective.  

 

"And all these things shall be added unto you!" 

 

If we are honest, we all tend to have "unnecessary worries" about "all these things" 

(food, drink, clothes, health, relationships, finances, plans for the future etc.) Let us 

accept the prescription of Jesus that sets us free so that we can live in his kingdom of 

"peace, joy and righteousness", (Romans 14:17).   

 

 



 

 



 

 

Day 7 - Binding and loosing on earth 
Renuka Glöckner 

 

 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

Matthew 16:19 

 

Jesus is speaking here about the keys of the kingdom of God. This is obviously a very 

important theme, a secret which Jesus does not want to keep from his disciples. No, it 

something that is necessary in order to be successful in doing the things of the kingdom 

of God. Let us take a look at these keys which can both open and shut spiritual doors: 

Binding and loosing. 

 

What on earth means: 

It has to do with our physical existence on the earth, where our body is. Jesus says that 

the authority of binding and loosing can be taken up by us here on the earth. This has to 

do with our dealings with people as well as with society or our country. It has to do with 

both our speech and our actions through which we consciously work for the Lord during 

our lifetime here on earth. 

 

What in heaven means: 

The word translated heaven in the Lutheran Bible can also mean "heavenly realms"; this 

we understand as the place where spiritual beings or powers move, or where they live. 

The Bible also uses this word when it speaks of the fact that we are seated with Christ in 

the heavenly places. (Eph. 2:6) This does not mean the heaven that awaits us when we 

leave the earth. Rather it is a spiritual realm in which angels move. Through Christ we 

have been spiritually quickened to a life that should move at the same spiritual level – 

with Christ, please note. But we shouldn't be surprised that the powers of darkness also 

linger in a similar way in spiritual locations. Paul uses the same word for this in Eph. 

6:12: "... against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms." The same word is 

used when Satan is described as the prince of the power of the air. 

 

What binding means 

The ministry of binding and loosing has its effects in precisely this spiritual realm. 

Powers of darkness should be bound, and we have been given the ability to do this. This 

binding is a temporary paralysation of their power. When one binds demonic powers it 

is as if they were being rendered inoperative through cords or a chain. We cannot bind 

the will of a person but we can bind the spirits influencing them that are putting 

pressure on their soul, thoughts and actions. Binding is certainly not the same as casting 

out demons. For casting out produces a permanent result; we set the person free from 

that spirit. Binding is of a temporary nature and must be repeated if necessary. 

 

Binding as a weapon for evangelisation 

Is it possible to utilize the spiritual action of binding in our evangelistic ministry so that 

we are more successful? Here we should ask ourselves what it is that is holding someone 

back from accepting Jesus. The god of this world, who works though an army of demons, 

blinds peoples' minds so that they cannot see and recognize the truth. In 2 Corinthians 

4:4 we read: 

 



 

 

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of 

the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

 

 

If we give someone a testimony about the Lord but the person has no interest in the 

gospel, then there is something we can do against these influencing powers that are 

holding the person back. Through the conversation and the circumstances we can watch 

out for indications showing us what the person is preoccupied with, what distracts or 

confuses him, what his priorities are. Power structures are behind these things, and we 

can then bind them by speaking to them directly and binding them with a command. 

Through this the person finds an atmosphere of greater freedom and it is easier for us to 

bring them the gospel. 

 

There are powers and forces under heaven that keep people in all kinds of bondages. 

Bob Larson, a respected man of God, says that one does not find Satan primarily in the 

weighty things like Satanism and witchcraft but in the circumstances of self-hate, 

rejection, abuse, insecurity, rebellion, unforgiveness etc. – the more usual things in a 

person's life. It is more important to recognize why people get involved in Satanism and 

witchcraft than whether demons are flying about. For instance, rejection is one of the 

main reasons that young people drift into Satanism, and rebellion and insecurity some of 

the causes for their involvement in witchcraft. 

 

Before we talk to somebody about the Lord, we first pray. We allow the Holy Spirit to 

show us what bondages through the powers of darkness are present. There are various 

lies of Satan, powers that cause addiction, bad habits, carnal lust or habitual sin etc. If we 

can identify such things then we can address them as the demonic powers holding the 

person captive. We do this while we pray or intercede for the person. These powers can 

also be bound again shortly before we meet up with the person. In this way we 

experience a greater openness for hearing the gospel and responding to Jesus. Too often 

we establish that someone is literally blind or deaf to the truth of God. The blinding 

comes from Satan's lies, seductions, philosophies etc. Paul thus exercises his spiritual 

authority with self-confidence; he writes (2 Cor. 10:5):  [With the weapons we fight 

with] we demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the 

knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

 

 

What we understand by loosing 

When Jesus described his anointing from the Holy Spirit, he explained that its effects will 

be for the benefit of prisoners, to release them and the oppressed, that they should be set 

free. Jesus came to set people free, to release them from bondages and prisons. Binding 

here on earth will then also have an effect in the spiritual realm. We thus mean the 

release of people from bondages they have got into through demonic influence. We bind 

the demons and we release the captives. Such bondages can also cause sickness. This is 

shown in the story of the woman with the issue of blood. Jesus said to her: "Daughter, be 

freed from your suffering." He literally had to free her from the sickness in order for her 

to become and stay well. 

 

The Bible also speaks of strongholds which must be torn down. Strongholds in the 

spiritual realm are seductions, lies and false religions. People are born or drawn into 

them. We need to bring the word of God into them; it is sharper than a two-edged sword. 



 

 

When we speak out God's word, quote it and weave it into our conversations, then at the 

same time we can release people from certain lies and confusion; this can even have an 

overlapping effect on an entire society. Lies of the devil should be clearly confronted 

with statements of truth, founded in the expressed will of God. In 2 Cor. 10:4 it says: 

"The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they 

have divine power to demolish strongholds." We have a sword, the word of God; with 

this we can set people free and bring them into the blessing of God. 

 

Satan's attacks against Christians 

It is no secret to us that the devil is active; however, he is particularly interested in 

getting Christians involved in his intrigues, and in paralyzing them or making them lose 

their faith. So we need to be watchful and know in what way Satan can come to trip us 

up. Paul says: "... in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his 

schemes." And in another place: "... and do not give the devil a foothold." (Eph. 4:27) If 

we are not watchful, however, then he can take us captive. This usually happens 

gradually, bit by bit. The light threads become a bondage that needs to be broken by us 

taking up the authority of loosing. Here the help of a strong Christian or leader is helpful 

or necessary in order to loose these bondages successfully. 

 

A closer look at a few attacks 

Insomnia: The senses are gradually weakened through constantly being awake; 

tiredness causes weakness, listlessness and a lack of drive. The bodily functions likewise 

begin to be affected. Sleep is God's arrangement for a healthy body, soul and spirit. Do 

not let anything rob us of our sleep. 

 

Laziness, idleness: You first need to know where it is coming from. Is it from a lack of 

sleep, the weather situation, a poor diet, pressure or stress? If none of these apply, then 

it is an attack of Satan, one of his popular weapons incidentally. He then comes with bad 

thoughts, immorality, dirty tricks etc. The word warns us strongly about idleness: "The 

one who is unwilling to work shall not eat." 

 

Pressure of duties: This can soon make one tired or become too much. Here one must 

keep a look-out for frustration or overreacting, for example in traffic or with noisy 

children. God wants to lead us into his rest so that we can function from an inner peace. 

"Cast all your cares upon him!" 

 

Confused thoughts: If you take time to let your thoughts run free, especially in times of 

idleness, you can very quickly come up with wrong thoughts, have strange impressions 

and develop incoherent ideas. It is said that a man is what his thoughts make him. 

However, in Romans 12:2 we are clearly told to take control of our thoughts, renew our 

minds and test what God's will is.  

 

Bad dreams: In a similar way dreams like this have a very negative effect on our mood 

and behaviour if we give them further thought or ponder on their possible origin or 

influence. In the morning we can immediately release ourselves from them and bind 

their influence. Conversely we must then fill our thoughts with Bible words; they will 

guide our thoughts in a positive direction. 

 

Mood swings: As normal as this is for people, just as easy is it for the devil to take 

advantage of this. We should not make spontaneous decisions according to how we are 



 

 

feeling, and then react correspondingly in a good or bad way. The Scriptures emphasize 

the capacity for self-control and self-monitoring (see Gal. 5:23 and 2 Tim. 1:7). Here too, 

it is necessary to be free from a dependency on feelings in order to celebrate victory in 

every situation.  

 

Love of money/materialism: This is a powerful weapon of Satan that attacks everybody, 

whether rich or poor, by encouraging the dissatisfaction of never having enough. Some 

feel they never have enough money and run after it in irrelevant ways or through work 

mania. Others find their enjoyment in spending; they always have to have the newest, 

most expensive or biggest, and fall into the bottomless pit of loan offers. Jesus says: You 

cannot serve two masters: either God or insatiable mammon. How important it is for 

every believer to be freed from this bondage! 

 

Fashion: It never seems to stop; there is always something new. This may be very nice; 

God also likes new things and creates new things. However, the feeling of not being "in" 

is what can cause a person to become dependent on fashion and thus drawn into a spell 

that takes up a great deal of time, effort and money. "Do not be conformed to the world" 

is the warning for the new-born Christian.  

 

Criticism/criticising: Criticism can have a very intimidating and inhibiting effect and rob 

one of all self-confidence. "What will other people say?" is the basic thought controlling 

the individual behaviour in various groups of society. One is influenced by criticism 

instead of allowing oneself to be encouraged and confirmed by God's opinion. Criticism 

can be positive if it is seen and accepted as correction of shortcomings and mistakes; 

anything which does not apply should simply be set aside. For this reason we are told to 

"Test everything; hold fast to what is good." Criticising other people comes from a desire 

to make the other person look bad in order to feel affirmed oneself. This can come from 

pride or a poor self-image. God does not want either of these; they are destructive. An 

affected person definitely needs deliverance from these controlling powers. 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

The list of Satan's deceitful plans could be continued almost indefinitely. We have 

established that we can confront all these lies of Satan with the word of God, the weapon 

of truth. The loosing depends on whether the person recognizes and confesses their 

mistakes or bondage. It also needs their willingness to renounce it themselves. 

Following this, the authority of loosing is effective.  

 

Here a testimony in conclusion: 

A student at the Bible school came to me after classes for counselling. He was the 

school's best student. It turned out, however, that he was tormented by a desire to 

masturbate. This gave him a permanently guilty conscience.  For this reason he tried to 

be the best, so that he would be accepted as holy and righteous. What was behind this 

was beyond my experience. His home village in Kerala was controlled by a spirit of 

immorality. There it is "normal" for men and women to exchange partners and go to bed 

with everyone. I was able to loose him from the bondage of this power. From that day on 

he was free, which he was able to confirm to me months later. Praise and thanks be to 

God. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 8 - Healing 
Daniel Exler 

 

 

When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out 

all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God 

and to heal the sick. 

Luke 9:1-2 

 

But the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them 

about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing. 

Luke 9:11 

 

Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 

Luke 10:9 

 

Jesus combines the message of the kingdom of God with the healing of sickness and 

gives us as his disciples the commission both to proclaim the kingdom of God and heal 

the sick. Proclaiming the kingdom of God cannot be separated from the message of 

healing.  

  

Healing of the relationship to God 

 

The most important message is not the healing of physical or emotional sicknesses but 

the healing of the relationship to God. This is what Jesus died for, for what he shed his 

blood. God is primarily interested in us ourselves and that we are saved for eternity. Yet 

Jesus' accomplished work of redemption is not just the forgiveness of sins and thus the 

restoration of the relationship to the heavenly Father, but it also includes the healing of 

physical and emotional sickness. Both belong together and are components of the 

redemptive work of Jesus when he cried out: "It is finished" (John 19:30). As these are 

connected, the word "healed" from the basic text can often also be translated as "saved" 

(see Acts 14:9). Jesus saw that in those times many people could not make the 

connection between the forgiveness of sin and the healing of sicknesses. And for 

precisely this reason he provoked the scribes and Pharisees in Luke 5:17-26 and showed 

that the forgiveness of sin and healing belong together. It is just the same today. 



 

 

 

Two kinds of healing 

 

Apart from the spiritual gift of healing or grace gifts of healing (1 Cor. 12:9), there is also 

healing through faith. 

 

The spiritual gifts of healing, as with all spiritual gifts, are directed towards ministering 

to the church, encouraging it and preparing it for the coming of Jesus. This spiritual gift 

ministers to the church or to others, not to the bearer of the gift himself. This is 

illustrated by the comparison to a tree that bears fruit. The tree does not eat its own 

fruit, but the blessing is that others eat and are strengthened. This is also the case with 

this spiritual gift. In the same way it is our commission to pray for others and to heal 

them (e.g. James 5:14-16). It ministers to the person who is prayed for. 

 

On the other hand Jesus said very often: "Your faith has made you well" (see Matt. 9:22; 

Mark 5:34; Mark 10:52; Luke 8:48; Luke 18:42) and links the healing with the personal 

faith of the person healed. In contrast to the spiritual gift, this is directed towards 

oneself. 

 

Other people are thus often healed through the spiritual gift of healing or God's 

supernatural intervention. However, a sick person who needs healing himself is often 

healed through his faith. 

 

The two fields are completely independent of each other in the spiritual realm. The 

spiritual gifts of healing function even when the bearer of the gift is himself sick. Many 

people do not understand this fact, for example if they encounter gift bearers who heal 

other people in the name of Jesus, yet are still in the process of their own healing and are 

still sick. It is God's will and desire that everyone is healthy and healed (3 John 1:2). 

 

My story 

 

I seldom had much to do with this theme until one day I became incurably ill myself. In 

the year 2003, doctors diagnosed me with MS (multiple sclerosis). MS is a chronic 

inflammatory disease causing demyelination of the central nervous system which 

progresses in intermittent attacks. I had already had three such attacks (visual disorder, 

coordination and sensory malfunction). The first attack caused my sight to be 

enormously affected. The second attack paralysed my right hand so that I could no 

longer write or grasp objects properly. Parallel to this, one half of my body was so numb 

that I could hardly feel anything. The third attack made me unable to walk properly; I 

could only limp, could no longer drive.... I was admitted to hospital and then came the 

diagnosis: MS. 

 

When I came home from hospital, my family were very concerned. As a family we prayed 

a great deal and saw this disease not as my personal affair but as an attack against our 

whole family. So we prayed, fasted and believed correspondingly. Many church 

members and pray-ers stood with me in prayer. This was very valuable and important. 

Parallel to this I found myself in a new phase in which I was alone. Although many 

people were there for me, inwardly I was on my own. I knew right from the start that it 

was very important how I dealt with this loneliness and which thoughts I allowed myself 



 

 

here. It was a battle in the thought world, where I had to take every thought captive and 

make it obedient to Jesus (2 Cor. 10: 4-5). 

In all these circumstances God led me into his word. This was the key to healing. He 

showed me Bible verses about healing, which I wrote down and spoke out daily. 

Whenever I spoke out and read these Bible verses aloud, I sensed my faith growing 

(Rom. 10: 17). In addition to this, I had to find out information on this (for me) new 

sickness and also read medical books about MS with all the descriptions, pictures and 

consequences that could arise during the course of the disease. Every time I read these 

books, my faith sank. Every time I read and spoke out the Bible verses about healing, my 

faith grew. 

 

I understood that the key to healing is faith. 

 

My body did not change. I could not walk very well at the time. But I began to speak out 

the Bible verses every day and read them aloud to myself. I really felt my faith growing. 

After 2 weeks I was so full of faith that I knew I was already healed and not that I would 

be healed. 

 

Following this I went for an MRI and the result was amazing. Active MS lesions could no 

longer be seen. The doctors were confused and ordered a repeat of the examination; the 

results were the same. As the doctors could not grasp this fact, they sent me for an MRI 

every year, with the result that there was no longer any indication of multiple sclerosis. 

My body followed the word of God and restored itself completely within six months; I 

was able to walk again, feel everything, grasp again and see perfectly. God healed and 

restored me 100%. 

 

The moment God gave me faith was the moment when the root of the disease was 

defeated. In my case, however, it took six months until it became physically visible. Faith 

was important, though. For Jesus always said: "Your faith has made you well" (Matt. 

9:22). Today I have been completely healed of MS for more than 10 years, and that is a 

medical miracle. 

 

The kingdom of God and healing 

 

Through faith we can receive much more than just healing. There are facts and realities 

in life (sickness poverty ...) which are subject to the spiritual laws of God however. I have 

come to understand that we can change every fact and reality on this earth through faith 

and the truth of God. 

 

In the kingdom of God there is no sickness. Many people try to somehow tap into the 

kingdom of God and to pray when they have problems. God is mostly merciful and sends 

a solution. Yet such people live far below the standard of the kingdom of God. To receive 

healing though faith, we do not have to tap into something or fetch it down; we need to 

live in the kingdom of God. Through faith everything suddenly becomes possible (Mark 

9:23). To experience the fullness of the kingdom of God we need to recognize the 

principles of his kingdom. This does not mean understanding, but recognizing. With this 

recognition (to be more precise: "an experiential permeation"), our thinking and action 

changes, and with this our entire life. Through recognizing the truth we are set free 

(John 8:32) and made effective tools of God who live in their calling.  

 



 

 

For whoever has will be given 

 

 For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not 

have, even what they have will be taken from them. 

Matthew 25:29 

 

This is one of these very important spiritual laws that functions 100%. If this Bible verse 

is looked at logically from the world's point of view, it is unfair and illogical. But from the 

viewpoint of the kingdom of God a great truth is contained here. Thus when we come to 

God with faith, possibilities in the spiritual world are opened up which are impossible 

from a worldly point of view. If you "have", you will receive. What do you have? What do 

you come to Jesus with? With faith? I would like to encourage you to pray in faith and 

also to come to God with this, for then you "have". And if you "have", you will be given 

and be granted in abundance. Jesus repeated this spiritual principle several times (Matt. 

13.12; Matt. 25:29; Mark 4:25; Luke 8:18; Luke 19:26). 

  

The Biblical way to healing 

 

The Biblical way to healing is not a logical way or a human opinion, but it is the way of 

faith. Faith comes by hearing the word of God (Rom. 10:17). In the following I have listed 

all the Bible verses that God gave me during that time and which became a blessing to 

me. As I spoke out the Bible verses myself, faith arose. I would like to encourage you to 

speak out his word. There is power in the word of God (Heb. 4:12). Every time you speak 

out the word of God, it has an effect in the physical world. 

 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 

lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 

James 1:17  

 

...for I am the Lord, who heals you. 

Exodus 15:26  

 

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 

favouritism, 

Acts 10:34  

 

 Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, 

even as your soul is getting along well. 

3 John 1:2  

 

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the 

world. 

1 John 4:14  

 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

2 Corinthians 5:21  

 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and 

have it to the full. 



 

 

John 10:10   

 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Hebrews 13:8 

 

I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the 

power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 

Luke 10:19  

 

Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And 

the woman was healed at that moment. 

Matthew 9:22  

 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

Isaiah 53:5  

 

“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 

righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 

1 Peter 2:24  

 

For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the 

world, even our faith. 

1 John 5:4  

 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

Romans 8:37  

 

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through 

the word about Christ. 

Romans 10:17 

 

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 

Hebrews 11:1  

 

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

Hebrews 11:6  

 

As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

James 2:26 

 

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, 

and it will be yours. 

Mark 11:24  

 

My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. … 

Hosea 4:6  

 

 



 

 

 

 

My son, pay attention to what I say; turn your ear to my words. Do not let them out of your 

sight, keep them within your heart; for they are life to those who find them and health to 

one’s whole body. 

Proverbs 4:20-22 

 

 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honour 

except in his own town and in his own home.” And he did not do many miracles there 

because of their lack of faith.  

Matthew 13:57-58 

 

We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of 

God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

2 Corinthians 10:5 

 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ 

Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

Galatians 5:22-24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 9 - Building the kingdom of God 
Ralph Glöckner 

 

Bible verses: 

Mark 1:14-15 

Matthew 16:18 

Matthew 28:19 

1 Corinthians 3:10 

 



 

 

"The kingdom of God has come near!" resounded from the mouth of Jesus. This was his 

first sermon. It was recorded by Mark in telegram style. With Jesus, the kingdom of God 

had come. People were able to come into contact with this kingdom. Jesus was and is the 

King of this kingdom and where he is, there is his kingdom too; i.e. it can be seen and 

experienced.  

What experiences did people have with Jesus?  

There were four main things: 

 

(1) He preached the gospel to the people;  

(2) He taught his disciples the word in a smaller setting;  

(3) He healed the sick that were brought to him;  

(4) He drove out demons.  

 

Today as at those times, this means contact with Jesus as a person, whether physically, 

emotionally, mentally or spiritually. This encounter requires an answer or a decision to 

recognize Jesus as God's envoy. This is a decision of faith that at the same time calls to 

repentance. Jesus himself called out: "Repent and believe the gospel!" 

 

Jesus builds his kingdom 

Without doubt Jesus wanted to build his kingdom on the earth. For this reason he shared 

his life with twelve disciples in a closer way and trained them more intensively. His 

reasons for this were as follows:  

 

(1) that they should be with him and  

(2) that they should be sent out together with him (Mark 3: 14-15).  

 

They should do exactly the same as he had done. He had given them authority for this 

during his ministry. This was a practical training or ministry time with the best mentor 

imaginable. But at the same time it was also preparation for the way in which the church 

of Jesus should function. For Jesus gave his disciples the vision of "his church" in Matt. 

16:18: "I will build my church." That the apostle were the builders in this great work and 

that the work had only just begun with Jesus and was to be continued after his 

ascension, is seen clearly in the Great Commission: “Therefore go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matt. 28:19-20). 

 

His kingdom 

Noah's ark is a wonderful illustration for the kingdom of God (Genesis 6:5ff). Let us take 

a closer look at this amazing story that drastically changed the world history of the time. 

Through it let us recognize the will of God on which his kingdom is based, and at the 

same time see the essence and heart of his kingdom. 

 

God's reign 

God's reign is all-encompassing and binding for all of humanity. He sees not just the 

individual; his laws apply to the whole of creation. He looks for righteousness and 

punishes wrong and evil (v. 5+13). The whole earth must recognize that there is only 

one God. For this reason the flood was not just a local catastrophe but a worldwide 

judgement. No-one could escape the will of God. Today too, God has a passion for the 

whole world. He calls everyone in the world, draws everyone with his love (John 3:16). 

God sees all people as sinners and his judgement is binding for everyone, even today. 



 

 

 

God's way of salvation 

The central point of the story of Noah's ark is and was God's idea of salvation, and to 

show the way concerning this. God found Noah as the only righteous person. He was let 

into God's plan of salvation. A large boat, the ark, was the only chance of survival for 

people. There was free access for everyone who was righteous in God's eyes or repented 

in time and bowed to God. (6:8-9 + 7:1) This meant an inevitable separation of the 

righteous and the unrighteous. The righteous were to be saved through and by means of 

the judgement and could live, whereas the others were sentenced to death by means of 

the judgement. Hebrews 11:7 describes it succinctly: "By his faith he condemned the 

world and became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping with faith." 

God's plan for mankind is still a "way of salvation" to escape the judgement and thus 

enjoy life in all its fullness.  

Jesus also speaks clearly of this day of judgement and compares the signs of the times 

with the days of Noah (Luke 17:26-27). Yet Jesus himself is the deliverance from 

judgement, as the apostle Paul triumphantly proclaims: For the wages of sin is death, but 

the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus." (Rom.6:23). 

 

God's plan 

 

1st step:  

To be able to carry out this deliverance, God looked for a master builder and preacher to 

whom he could entrust the construction plan of the ark in all its details. A man who was 

submitted to God, but could also understand his heart of judgement and mercy; someone 

who listened carefully and was prepared to carry out this huge task as a faith project, 

trusting completely in God. In a similar way God needs people today who will build the 

ship of his church. This is the place where people find salvation, grow in faith and as a 

community live in complete separation from what God calls "the world". This needs full 

commitment and no doubts that God has chosen the church as his model to lead people 

out of darkness into light. 

 

2nd step:  

Noah was not to be just the master builder but also a preacher of righteousness (2 Pet. 

2:5). During the very long construction time there was a time of grace, repentance and 

conversion. Of course every listener was challenged to believe Noah's words: not just 

that God was going to judge the world, but that repentance and turning away from evil 

ways was the door to salvation. The animal world was also to be saved. Through a call of 

God they came and found their way into the ark. A similar time of grace began with the 

resurrection of Jesus, where the gospel must be preached parallel to the building of the 

church. The world, that is, people who do not know Christ, should hear God's message 

and have the opportunity at least once in their lifetime to make a decision. God in his 

patience has waited until today, in order to save as many as possible. 2 Peter 3:9 says: 

"Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance."  

 

3rd step:  

The day came when the ark was finished and all who had been counted for salvation had 

found their way in. Then God shut the door. The New Testament preachers, starting with 

the Gospels, leave no doubt about the fact that the day of the Lord will come. It cannot be 

predicted when, for he will come "like a thief in the night". However, for someone who 



 

 

has given his life to Christ there is no reason for fear, for he is already in the boat. He is 

already part of the body of Christ; his eternal life began with the day of his new birth. A 

Christian does not anticipate the day of judgement with fear, but prays fervently for the 

full number of those from every nation who are destined for salvation. As long as we are 

still waiting for the Lord's coming, we do not just rejoice in the new fellowship but do 

what Judas said: “Save others by snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, 

mixed with fear – hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh." (Jude 23). 

 

4th step:  

Then came the day when the whole earth was judged by the force of the deluge of water. 

All, both people and animals, that were not in the ark then died. This day had to come, 

for God keeps his word. He will do whatever he has said; he will fulfil whatever he has 

promised. As dreadful as this judgement may sound, it was the result of sin. After each 

time of grace comes a time of judgement. Judgement is not just a threat to bring fear to 

people, to make them obedient and compliant. Some parents threaten their children 

with a punishment that never takes place even though they are disobedient. God means 

what he says. It is important to know this. Not just with regard to his threats but also 

with his blessings. This something we can rely on. Therefore when we proclaim his word 

we do not need to doubt its truth. Jonah's experience in Nineveh and what happened to 

him should not distract us here, but rather confirm us in our convictions: God keeps his 

word and anyone who repents is saved, even if his sin is as scarlet. Hallelujah! 

 

5th step:  

After the judgement of the flood, a new life began with those who had been saved in the 

ark. Through them the different peoples of the earth developed and multiplied, as well 

as the animals. God created a new covenant. He gives a new life whose beginnings have 

to do with the death of the old life. In this way every person should be saved through 

Christ and receive forgiveness of sins. But then we should die to sin and stand up for a 

life of righteousness. Paul explains this in Romans 6:4: "We were therefore buried with 

him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life." Yet we are waiting much 

more for the day when the Lord returns and our life with him in the eternity of heaven 

begins. When the Lord judges the earth, his word promises a new heaven and new earth 

(Rev. 22:1). As inconceivable as the flood itself was and as inconceivable life after this 

for Noah's generation was, so these promises for us today are just as inconceivable and 

require an unshakeable faith in the absolute truth of God's word. 

 

God's heart for His kingdom 

It is amazing to what extent Noah's ark gives us a glimpse into the heart of God. We see 

here God's interest in the variety of his creation which he maintains for his own 

pleasure. He created living creatures as pairs, as male and female, and this is how it 

should stay. This should not be watered down or distorted by sin. Family is God's idea 

and his salvation does not just apply to individuals but to the family. Priorities in his 

kingdom are cooperation within the family and believing together. Fruitfulness can be 

both retained and protected in this way. God wants multiplication today too. He is a 

covenant God; he enters into an agreement with Noah and thus with the whole of 

creation so that peace can reign, for he is a God of peace and not of disorder. As a 

reaction to God's omnipotence, salvation, grace and love, Noah, together with his family, 

falls on his knees in deep worship of the Father in heaven. (Gen. 8:20; 9:11-14) 

 



 

 

The kingdom as a building  

In 1 Cor. 3:10, Paul speaks of the church as God's building. This building is a construction 

that is continued to perfection, crowned by the bringing home of the bride of Christ. 

 

Building the instrument of salvation 

Before Noah and his family could be saved, he first had to build (1 Pet. 3:20; Heb. 11:7). 

The ship did not yet exist in reality, but was already included in God's plan. God did not 

call it into being himself; no, it had to be built. For this he chose the master builder Noah 

who was to dedicate himself 100% to its construction. The ark was not there for its own 

sake, not for self-glorification, but only to be God's tool of salvation. Noah was to build it 

for others, for all the chosen ones, but would also be saved himself through this. In the 

same way, the church today is God's building. The church contributes to building his 

kingdom, to bringing his idea of salvation and new life to perfection. This needs 

committed people, servants of God, servants of the body of Christ, elders and deacons 

who invest and surrender themselves for others. And each member and leader of the 

church is part of this construction team, who work not for themselves but so that people 

from all levels of society in all places in all countries can be saved and be led victoriously 

to their life's goal. 

 

God's construction plan is drawn up 

Genesis 6:14-16 gives a short description of the construction plan that God himself had 

drawn up. A brilliant draft fully serving the purpose of accommodating people and living 

creatures in all their diversity. The measurements that God had given Noah for the 

construction of the ark gave the ark the necessary stability to withstand the storm and 

the force of the water. The dimensions of the construction show a scientific and 

seafaring knowledge that was unknown at the time of Noah.  

Likewise God's master plan of the church is the ideal concept where people can meet 

God. The New Testament gives us a good insight into the model according to which we 

should all build. The principles can vary in expression and design, and are not stiff 

forms. Jesus is the foundation stone on which everything stands (1 Cor. 3:11). Apostles 

are named as wise master builders who lay the foundation of the church; by this the 

main statements of the gospel are meant as well as the good teaching that gives the 

church its basic structure. A lot was buried during the centuries of church history, but 

was later rediscovered in individual parts and put on a lampstand. Today we also face 

the challenge of re-examining our church practice and forms of service in the light of 

God's word so that the Holy Spirit can prepare us further and transform us into the 

perfect church of Christ.  

 

A huge task 

Noah committed himself to the task in complete obedience even though it looked like an 

almost insurmountable mountain. He was to invest 120 years until it was finished. The 

construction was only possible through teamwork and a high degree of commitment. In 

the face of the ridicule, sweat, setbacks and discouragements, Noah's perseverance was 

unequalled. Only by praying daily and looking to God could he keep himself and his 

house focussed and on track. 

Noah is an example and inspiration even today for the great missionary commission of 

Jesus. There are still millions of people around us and other peoples in innumerable 

localities who need to hear the gospel. How many regions exist that still do not have a 

lively church? There are also many ethnic groups with no testimony of the living and 

saving Lord. All are called to join in unconditionally so that this huge task of world 



 

 

mission can be accomplished in our day. Perseverance, sacrifice and prayer are called 

for here. 

 

Building with wisdom  

Vision 

Noah needed strategy and wisdom for his incomparable task. God had painted the vision 

clearly before his eyes, a vision with a definite purpose and a clear goal. God did not 

conceal this from Noah either. We must keep the picture or vision of a perfect church of 

Jesus before us in order to be able to work effectively towards it; we will otherwise just 

go round in circles. We receive vision through setting our sights clearly on God, on an 

understanding of his will in his word and on a spiritual view given by the Holy Spirit. 

Moses also had the privilege of seeing the finished tabernacle in the heavenlies (Exodus 

25:8-9). He knew what he had to build. Paul likewise had very deep insight into the 

mysteries of God about the church of Jesus. He described the church in several pictures, 

whereby the picture of a body was probably the most significant. 

 

Plan 

 If we draw up a plan or sketch of a building we enquire about its measurements, how 

large it should be or what it should look like. A vision must be converted into a plan that 

can be written down. Habakkuk called for this too, so that others could read it and be 

part of it (Hab. 2:2). Yet God has a big heart, a heart for everyone. We do not need to be 

intimidated by a comprehensive plan. Our towns need churches with a big heart and a 

great deal of room for a huge amount of people; churches that expect incredible things 

from God.  

 

Team 

God in his wisdom has equipped the church with people of different abilities and gifts. 

He pours out the Holy Spirit who equips and gives gifts to different people in the body of 

Jesus in order to meet the requirements of the manifold tasks. The "five-fold ministry" is 

there so that the different ministries complement each other as they work together to 

help the kingdom of God to grow (Eph. 4:11). Just as it needs people with different 

professions on a building site, so it will hardly be any different for the greatest building 

on the earth. If we mutually respect each other and not battle with each other, we will 

ultimately finish the work and not, like Babel, be scattered in all directions. Only when 

Christ remains at the centre do we have a goal and can hold on to it in unity. 

 

Counsel 

It is not a sign of weakness but of wisdom if we accept counsel in order to work and 

serve better. The first place we should go to is and remains the throne of God itself; we 

turn to the Lord in prayer and invite his divine hand with his blessing (Psalm 127:1). He 

wants us to ask for wisdom as an act of humility and sign of trust (James 1:5). We can 

also learn from many men and women of God whom the Lord has already used and 

equipped with experience. We simply make things easier for ourselves when we learn 

from each other. It also keeps us from silly mistakes and strange practices which could 

become a hindrance. 

 

Conclusion 

God invites us, and he trusts his children not only to be part of his kingdom but also to 

help in the extension of his kingdom. Christians have the opportunity everywhere of 

taking part directly in building the kingdom of God by getting involved in their local 



 

 

church. It is the leaders' job to understand God's plan well and to convey it so that   

people can work joyfully towards a goal. Let expect great things from God and thus also 

believe him for greater church ministries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Day 10 - Not tasting death 

Ursula Scheible 

 

Death - terminus or transition? Is there life after death? Does everything end with death? 

This mankind's earliest question - it is also a question that each individual asks. In his 

novel Cancer Ward, Solzhenitsyn writes: "Even if every man is part of the collective - he 

dies alone." 

I say: Even if someone lives in a believing family or live church - every person must 

decide for Christ himself.  

The final questions stand before us very personally. 

The question of whether life continues after death is not just an unavoidable question, 

but one that is asked the most frequently. 

It is encouraging that Jesus already has an answer to the question of questions: 

 

Some who have taken their stand right here are going to see it happen, see with their own 

eyes the kingdom of God. 

(Luke 9:27 MSG). 

                                                                                                                                                                 

Or:  

Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the 

kingdom of God.  

(Luke 9:27 NIV) 

 

The miracles the disciples were able to see and do could only come from the kingdom of 

God, the kingdom of life. They were equipped for this by Jesus. Jesus called his 12 

disciples together and gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to 

heal the sick. After his death, he presented himself alive to them in many different 

settings over a period of forty days. In face-to-face meetings, he talked to them about 

things concerning the kingdom of God. As they met and ate meals together, he told them 

that they were on no account to leave Jerusalem but “must wait for what the Father 

promised: the promise you heard from me. John baptized in water; you will be baptized 

in the Holy Spirit. And soon.” 

 

   

Acts 1:4-5 (MSG) 

 

If Jesus said to his disciples: 

 

... whoever loses their life for me will save it. 

Luke 9:24 

 

… how much more can we testify his glory to people through the Holy Spirit though 

which HE has baptized us into his Father's kingdom. There are testimonies from people 

who have experienced similar things to Jesus at his baptism. Just as the Holy Spirit came 

from heaven at his baptism in a visible way through the dove and audibly as a voice, so 

there are some people who have experienced the hand of God in a visible or tangible 

way. We find a further example with Peter in Acts 10, where the heathen in Cornelius' 

house first experienced the baptism in the Holy Spirit and were then baptized 

themselves. In the same way the Holy Spirit has also given us his witness in our hearts 

that we are his children and have eternal life. 



 

 

 

Dear friends, for born-gain Christians death is not the main thing – but the Lord over life 

and death. We Christians are or should be being prepared more each day to meet this 

Lord. We are not dealing with death but with JESUS who overcame death for us. 

Hallelujah! 

 

Are you in love with the return of JESUS? Anyone who loves the Lord Jesus longs for 

HIM. Some people say: I don't want to think about dying! It is something that is simply 

not talked about and is brushed aside. How different is Bonhoeffer's testimony. When he 

was led as a thirty nine year-old to his execution, he said to his fellow sufferers: "This is 

not the end for me, but the beginning of life." 

Why are Spirit-filled people able to say today: "Christ is my life and death my gain"? 

Death is vanquished! Amen. 

 

Someone who believes in Jesus Christ, the conqueror of death, will not taste death. 

It is wonderful to know where the journey is taking you. Eternal life does not begin with 

death. Eternal life is within us! 

Hallelujah. Glory to God. 

 

The verse for the year in 2010 was John 14:1: 

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me!" It continues:  

 

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 

going there to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the 

place where I am going. 

John 14.2-4 

 

Can JESUS lie?   

                                                                       

Jesus says: "If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit." 

Only a living tree or person can bear good fruit.  

 

Seek the Lord and live (or: you will live / remain alive) 

Amos 5:6 

 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. 

John 3:36 

 

Death is swallowed up in victory. 

“Death, where is your victory? 

Death, where is your sting?” 

 

Praise be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord JESUS CHRIST! 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Day 11 - The parable of the ten virgins  
Kathleen Wahl 

 

At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went 

out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones 

took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise ones, however, took oil in jars 

along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became 

drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to 

meet him!’ Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to 

the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out. ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may 

not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for 

yourselves.’ But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The 

virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 

Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ But he replied, 

‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day 

or the hour. 

Matthew 25:1-13 

 

 

Who can enter the kingdom of God? 

 

Flesh and blood, or expressed differently, an "unchanged person" cannot enter the 

kingdom of God. Why not? Because flesh and blood are perishable, but the kingdom of 

God will never perish (1 Corinthians 15:50; 53-57). 

 

So how can we enter the kingdom of God? Only by being born again (John 3:3-6; 2 Cor. 

5:16-17). 

 

Being born again means that everything in our life has to become new. This does not 

happen in an instant, of course, but bit by bit, day by day. The Holy Spirit gives us 

awareness, repentance, new insight and the strength to change. This takes place through 

the word of God, prayer and a daily infilling of the Holy Spirit. Our character is then 

changed more and more and our nature adopts the imperishable character of Jesus. 

 

One of the character traits of Jesus which we need if we want to be citizens of the 

kingdom of God is wisdom. There are people who have gained a certain natural wisdom 

through experience, studying or a long time of suffering. But this earthly wisdom is not 

sufficient for entering the kingdom of God.  

 

In the parable of the ten virgins we see that wisdom made the difference between the 

five who entered the kingdom of God and the five who were excluded. The five who were 

not wise were called "foolish". The reason they were excluded was because they did not 

think it necessary to take oil for their lamps with them. This meant that they were 

unprepared and their lamps went out. Then they were too busy buying oil while the 

door to the kingdom of God was still open. The bridegroom came, the door was closed 

and they could not go in. 

 

Here we can learn a number of things about the kingdom of God and how we can enter 

it. 

 



 

 

 

Imagine that you are one of the virgins in this parable.  

 

You are invited to the wedding, and together with nine others you are to wait for the 

bridegroom and go into the hall with him when he comes. But you do not know exactly 

when he is coming.  

It gets dark. So you take an oil lamp with you. But the oil in the lamp is only enough for a 

few hours. So you must decide whether it is necessary to carry a jug of oil with you in the 

other hand.  

 

For what reason might you decide that it is unnecessary to take extra oil with you? 

 

1. You think that it will definitely not be long before the bridegroom comes. The oil that 

you have will probably be enough. 

 

2. If the oil is not enough, you think that you will be able to rely on the others because 

they will certainly have enough oil for you too.  

 

3. It is cumbersome to have to carry the jug and you think it is not worth the effort. 

 

4. You think you will have the opportunity of buying oil later somewhere. 

 

5. You can't imagine that is possible for you to be "too late". 

 

It is interesting to notice that all the virgins in this parable became tired and that they all 

fell asleep. So we see that they were all similar; they were all weak people and acted like 

you and I. It was not easy for them to wait. They were unable to do it in their own 

strength.    

 

 It is wonderful to see that everyone was given a chance despite this, for they all 

heard the loud cry; 'Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ And all ten 

virgins woke up.... but not all were prepared. 

 

Jesus told this parable so that his disciples would not make the same mistake as the 

foolish virgins.  

 

What can we as disciples of Jesus learn from this? 

 

1. Jesus is coming again to bring us into his kingdom. We should be prepared for this 

every day, full of expectation. The parable points to the return of Jesus as bridegroom, 

coming to fetch his bride, all those who have been accepted into the kingdom of God. We 

don't know when he will come, and waiting will not be easy.  

 

2. We need a new and increased infilling of the Holy Spirit every day. The oil is a symbol 

of the Holy Spirit. The parable shows us that we need to be increasingly filled with the 

Holy Spirit in order to enter the kingdom of God. Without the Holy Spirit we will not 

enter the kingdom. We cannot rely on others who are filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Everyone needs a personal infilling.  

 



 

 

3. Entering the kingdom of God will not be easy. It will mean effort, perseverance and 

suffering, but it will be worth it.  

 

4. The Holy Spirit is available for us at all times. But if we ignore or even reject him, he 

will withdraw. The more we do this, the longer the way back to a place where we can 

open ourselves to him anew will be. 

 

5. One day it will be "too late". Everyone is given a chance to enter the kingdom, but not 

all will go in. It depends on us whether we are foolish or wise, whether or not we have 

the Holy Spirit within us and whether or not we are prepared for the return of Jesus. 

 

A clear warning. 

 

Jesus gave us a clear warning in this parable that we should not take the call of the 

kingdom of God lightly. Although the warning is set in the future, it applies for us today.  

 

Those who enter the kingdom of God are not those who just know Jesus or believe in 

him, but those who have been born again and made children of the king through the 

Holy Spirit.  We cannot just somehow slip into the kingdom of God at the last minute. We 

must be prepared to follow the call of Jesus through a conscious decision and a 

conscious constant infilling of the Holy Spirit. 

  

We are all invited. Are you prepared? 
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